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any person as a priest or minister of religion unless he
live in that state. Any infringement of this most essen-
tial regulation on the part of a Kalian is visited with an
immediate punishment. The people of the place assemble
at the kiaong of the offender, sometimes driving him out
with stones. He is stripped of his clothes; and often
public punishment, even that of death, is inflicted upon
him by order of government. The poor wretch is looked
upon as an outcast, and the woman whom he has seduced
shares in his shame, confusion, and disgrace. Such an
extraordinary opinion, so deeply rooted in the mind of a
people rather noted for the licentiousness of their manners,
certainly deserves the attention of every diligent observer
of human nature. Whence has originated among cor-
rupted and half-civilised men such a high respect and
profound esteem for so exalted a virtue ? Why is its
rigorous practice deemed essential to those who professedly
tend to an uncommon degree of perfection ? Owing partly
to the weight of public opinion, and partly to some other
reasons, the law of celibacy, externally at least, is observed
with a great scrupulosity, and a breach of it is a rare
occurrence. As the rule, in this respect, binds the
Phongyie only as long as he remains in the profession, he
who feels his moral strength unable to cope successfully
with the sting of passion prefers leaving the fraternity and
returning to a secular life, when he can safely put an end,
by a lawful alliance, to the internal strife, rather than
expose himself to a transgression which is to entail upon
him consequences so disgraceful.

The sagacious legislator of the Buddhistic religious
order, pre-occupied with the idea of elevating the spiritual
principle above the material one, and securing to reason a
thorough control over bodily appetites, has prescribed
temperance as a fundamental virtue essential to every
Kaftan. In common with, all their fellow-religionists, the
Kaoans are commanded to abstain from the use of spirituous
liquors and of intoxicating substances. Such a prohibition